[The BTA stat test in the follow-up for bladder cancer].
To evaluate the utility of the BTA stat test in the follow-up of asymptomatic patients with superficial carcinoma of the bladder. In 122 asymptomatic patients on follow-up for superficial bladder carcinoma, a sample of recently voided urine was obtained prior to cystoscopy and BTA stat test and cytology were performed. Thereafter we performed cystoscopy and TUR in those patients suspected of having recurrent bladder carcinoma. 51 patients had bladder cancer and 71 were tumor free. The sensitivity was 60.78% for the BTA stat test, 45% for cytology and 98% for cystoscopy. The specificity was 87.32%, 94.36% and 90.14%, respectively. The positive predictive value and negative predictive value were 77.5 and 75.6, 85.16 and 70.5, and 87.7 and 98.46, respectively for each test. The sensitivity by grade was 23% for G1, 71.4% for G2 and 92.8% for G3 for the BTA test versus 15.3%, 37.5% and 85.7% for cytology. The sensitivity by stage was 46.6% for Ta, 52% T1 and 100% for T2-4 and Tis for the BTA test versus 26.6%, 40% and 80% for cytology. The BTA stat test is superior to cytology in the follow-up of patients with bladder cancer. However, it has a low sensitivity in G1 and Ta and T1 tumors, therefore cystoscopy cannot be avoided.